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element is by no means dying out: This is proved sufii-
ciently clearly by the immense attraction exercised by
the religions of the East among us. Many are drawn
towards them as men are to women; and yet I think
that most of them are only attracted as one woman is
to 'another who is possessed of understanding. . .the fe-
minine element. . is the more profound one in the real
sense of the word. The work of understanding will be
done best by feminine humanity until the Last Judg-
ment.' * Carried away by his own play with words and
his rather overstrained symbolism, Keyserling leaves us
with a sense of having failed to grasp 'the real sense of
the word*. Allied to the 'feminine principle*, is also
what Keyserling calls 'profundity'. The Indian perso-
nality, he tells us, 'is notably lacking in width and breadth
and 'seems poor compared with its western equivalent*;
but on the other hand, 'it knows modulations of inten-
sity, a manif oldness in the dimension of depth, as no other
does,*t In its final analysis, the division of eastern and
western minds boils down to the rather commonplace
statement that in the East the metaphysical reality pre-
dominates over material reality, while the West has in-
vented 'idealism as a substitute for metaphysics'.t

Keyserling, just like Spengler and Chamberlain be-
fore him, is concerned with 'saving' western civilization,
and his experience and understanding of the East only
serve the purpose of an anti-thesis, as it were; his books
are studies in contrasts; the so much desired synthesis,
the compromise between East and West, comes like an
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